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ASBESTOS AWARENESS WEEK, 22-28 NOVEMBER 2021 

Wittenoom uninhabitable – Continues to Kill 
 
Asbestos Awareness Week was launched by the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia (ADSA) in 
1985, culminating each year on the last Friday of November with an Ecumenical Memorial Service, to 
commemorate those who have passed from entirely preventable asbestos-related diseases. The ADSA 
wishes to thank the Asbestos Safety and Eradication Agency, Unions WA, and Master Builders 
Association for supporting its lifesaving work this year.  
 
ADSA’s theme for Asbestos Awareness Week this year is remembering those who have fallen from the 
deadly asbestos fibres from Wittenoom.  
 
According to ADSA CEO Melita Markey, with the Wittenoom Closure Bill passing through the lower 
house of the Parliament of Western Australia and with good expectations of it passing the upper house, 
“it is finally acknowledgement that Wittenoom is a contaminated site, unfit for human habitation”.  
 
“With this done, we can now focus our resources on addressing the issues of:  
 

1. A lasting memorial to those who have lost their lives from exposure to the deadly blue 
asbestos fibres in Wittenoom 
2. Wittenoom tourism 
3. Wittenoom cleanup  
 

“For many years we have focused on raising awareness of the dangers asbestos exposure to workers 
and home renovators. Now we are facing a terrifying death toll from the tourists and visitors to 
Wittenoom over the last 40 years, not just West Australians but also our interstate and international 
visitors,” said Ms Markey. 
 
“Through social media monitoring over the past year, we have discovered that despite four decades of 
warnings, our younger generation is unaware of the very real dangers of blue asbestos fibres in 
Wittenoom and the surrounding region.”  
 
“Wittenoom is Australia’s worst industrial disaster and it continues to kill,” said Ms Markey. 
 
According to Ms Markey, this Asbestos Awareness Week is especially poignant given the recent loss of 
Professor Bill Musk AM.  
 
“Earlier this month, we sadly lost our esteemed respiratory specialist and epidemiologist, Professor Bill 
Musk.” 
  
“Prof Musk led the original investigation into the Wittenoom cohort’s occupational exposure, providing 
guidelines to protect workers from deadly asbestos cancers. He championed Wittenoom asbestos 
research, while big business hoped it would remain a ghost town, along with its residents.” 
 
“Prof Musk has been a friend to the ADSA, supporting our work and our members for almost 40 years. 
He was committed to public health and the role it must play in protecting the life of all Australians.” 
 



“In honour of his enormous contribution, we are proud to launch a PhD Scholarship in Prof Musk's name 
to ensure we continue his tradition of a commitment to workers and public health safety in Western 
Australia.”  
 
“We need to raise $360,000 to cover the PhD research costs of a respiratory clinician/scientist over three 
years.” 
 
The recipient’s research will be managed through The University of Western Australia via The National 
Centre for Asbestos-Related Diseases (NCARD) and The Institute of Respiratory Health (IRH).  
 
Asbestos-related diseases cause approximately 4,000 deaths a year in Australia, with one person 
dying every 12 hours from mesothelioma.  
 
“This more than highlights the need for ongoing, committed Western Australian asbestos diseases 
research funding to the NCARD and the IRH.” 
 
“Given the number of new cases from non-occupational exposure, it is of significant concern that funding 
has been cut in recent years,” said Ms Markey. 
 
According to the ADSA, it’s important for all Australians to note that it is the microscopic asbestos fibres 
they can’t see that can cause the most harm.  
 
“This is especially true of the blue asbestos in the Wittenoom area. People think if they stay away from 
the mountains of asbestos tailings or wear a Covid mask, that they’re protected – they are not,” said Ms 
Markey. 
 
As part of Asbestos Awareness Week, the ADSA is hosting its 26th annual Ecumenical Memorial 
Service in remembrance of those who have died from asbestos diseases - 930am on Friday 26 
November at the Redemptorist Monastery, 190 Vincent Street North Perth.  The event will also be 
live-streamed on Facebook for anyone unable to attend the service - 
www.facebook.com/AsbestosDiseasesAus. 
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For a Screening Appointment, call ADSA on 1800 646 690 
For any Workplace Concerns, contact WorkSafe on 1300 307 877 
To donate to the ADSA Prof Musk PhD Scholarship, visit www.asbestosdiseases.org.au/donations 
To RSVP to the Ecumenical Memorial Service, call ADSA on 9344-4077 or email 
ecumenical@asbestosdiseases.org.au 
To sign the petition for permanent memorials, visit www.change.org/WittenoomMemorial 
 



 



 


